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King Sejong the Great's reign lasted from 1418 to 1450, with the creation of the
Hunmin(EEE) in 1443 (Sejong 25) and its promulgation in 1446 (Sejong 28), both of
which were late in his reign. On the other hand, in 1419, the Book of Yulle (2=
£), which contained instructions on how to accurately tune the pitch, was introduced
to Joseon. By this time, King Sejong had ascended to the throne, and in the
seventh and ninth reigns, he instructed Park Yeon (1378-1458) to make the
Hwangjong Yulgwan (bamboo pitch pipe), but he failed to measure the volume of
the pipe with the correct size and number of narrow rice, which was a precise
process. In the 12th year of King Sejong, Park Yeon finally succeeded in making the
Hwangjong Yulgwan, and based on this, he made the Pyeongyeong and
Pyeonjong(the musical instruments). It is said that when he demonstrated it to King
Sejong, king pointed out that one note was dull, so when he looked at the stone,
the line he had marked to grind the stone remained faint, so he grinded it further,
and the note was exactly right.

Sejong believed that the ideal political activity was like a harmonious musical scale,
so he read and discussed the contents of the Book of Yulle (E#Z) with his
ministers. The results of Park Yeon’s musical research during Sejong's reign were
later summarised in a book called Musical canon($:E#h&3), which contains a theory
called FHEfEEAENMER, which later researchers complained was unrelated to actual
music. It states that an octave is composed of six positive and six negative notes,
and that the base note of each octave is Huang Zhong (F). It also explains that the
twelve notes correspond to the twelve animals of the Orient (FRBEINREFREEK
%). The 12 animals were used in Eastern cultures to represent the four directions
(East, West, South, and North), the four seasons, the 12 months, and the 24-hour
day divided into two—-hour intervals.
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In the Western world, they found the same 12 notes in an octave, but they didn't
divide them into six, with odd numbers being called positive notes and even
numbers being called negative notes. This is based on Eastern cosmology, which still
views odd numbers as male and even numbers as female.

The Haeryebon describes a total of 11 vowels with basic (- —1), primary (F4L1+)
and secondary (F 4.L9r), but the Haeryebon Hapjahae(&F#%) shows notations such
as 712! as if they were already made, referring to them as children's words or
pronunciations in areas near borders. This makes me think that in the process of
creating vowels, Sejong did not select the vowels in Korean and assign symbols to
them, but rather found a way to mark the vowels produced by the human
vocalization system according to their pronunciation position, and then extracted only
the notation of 11 Korean vowels.

The figure on the left shows the primary vowels, t/1 and /=, placed according
to the anatomy of the speech organs. The exhaled sound is labeled F, and the
inhaled sound is labeled 1. The o() sound is produced when the tongue plane is
lowered, and the u(+) sound is produced when the tongue plane is raised. The
figure on the right shows the anatomy from an Eastern cosmological perspective.

In a dark cave curved into an L-shape, the only source of vibration is the vocal cord
and the sun. The exhaled sound is |, and the inhaled sound is 1. On the horizon,
Hunmin(lEE®) consonants are buried or partially exposed. When a seed (O) sprouts
from the ground, it becomes O, and when it spreads its roots, it becomes 71, and
when it becomes more vigorous, it becomes =. The branches of a plant start out as
L, become C as they leaf out, and become E when they reach full leafiness. In
the fall, when rice is harvested, the Chinese character for rice, X, is cut at the base
with a scythe to form A/X/X. A stack of hay after threshing is A. In winter, seeds
for the following year are stored in a jar, forming the shape of 5/5.



Just as modern phonetics has vowel angles, IE&'s vowel system can be oriented so
that © - is the north—south axis and | — is the east-west axis. The vowel compass
in this book is created by using these four cardinal directions as the north—-south—
east-west (F4INE), and placing the underlying vowels in the other eight directions.
The twelve vowels of the vowel compass correspond to the twelve animals(ts) of

Eastern cosmology, six of which are yang(+) and six of which are yin(-).

& Tiger On Rabbit & Lizard E Snake % Horse * Sheep
28 vernal 45 54 Summer 78
Equinox Solstice
T | - t H
3 3 3 3 3 3
L — i 5 o 1l
88 Autumnal 108 118 Winter 18
Equinox Solstice
B Monkey B Cock & Dog * Hog + Mouse # Cow

The most important industry in Joseon was agriculture, and Taejong, the second king
and Sejong's father, translated and published Chinese farming books, but they were
not suitable for the Korean land, which had a different climate and soil from China.
Sejong ordered the collection of know—how from those who were good at farming in
Joseon and published a book of farming methods suitable for the Korean land. In
1429, Sejong 11 (1430) printed and distributed it to villages and officials of the
second class and above, but it was in Chinese characters, which limited the spread
of farming methods to farmers who could not read Chinese characters.

Rice plant was the most important agricultural crop in Joseon, as it was in many
agricultural countries in Asia. It is interesting to relate the shape of the vowels
placed in the 12 months of the year to the growth process of rice in a rice paddy.
In February, roots are growing —, and in March, stems are growing |. In April, both
roots and stems are present —t. May through July are the summer months with
abundant sunshine, and the in June is the southern sun at noon. In August and
September, the harvest takes place, so the stem of the rice is cut off . and the
ground is empty —. During the winter, farmers store seeds in jars for the following
spring ©.

The Korean explanation of the book explains that the double vowels formed by
combining two of the 12 animals have the properties of 6 combinations(:x%&), 6
disruptions("E), 6 conflicts(\H), 6 breaks(7 %), same season combinations(5&),
confusing relationship(%8P9), and love-hate relationship(421). Since it is a term of
oriental astrology developed in Taiwan, China, Japan, and Korea, it is difficult to
explain in English, and it is easier to understand by looking at the table in this book.
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2) adjective 1.living or occurring at the same time.

2.belonging to or occurring in the present.
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